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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECIN, EEC, PO 

SUBJECT: EC COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT SOAMES' VISIT TO 
PORTUGAL 

REF: A) LISBON 861 

B) EC BRUSSELS 9502 (1974) 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: AN EC COMMISSION OFFICIAL WHO ACCOMPANIED 
SOAMES ON HIS LISBON TRIP EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH THE 

EC GROUP’S VISIT TO PORTUGAL. JOINT WORKING GROUPS WILL SOON 
START DISCUSSIONS OF COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND FINANCIAL 
MATTERS, AND THE EC MAY BE ABLE TO ANNOUNCE SOME SPECIFIC 
MEASURES TO ASSIST THE PORTUGUESE SOMETIME IN APRIL. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS DE KERGORLAY, 
WHO ACCOMPANIED EC COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT SOAMES ON HIS 
FEBRUARY 12-13 VISIT TO LISBON (REFTEL A), TOLD MISSION OFFICERS 
THAT THE TRIP HAD "GONE WELL." THE EC TEAM HAD A FULL SCHEDULE 
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LATE IN THE EVENING AND MUCH GROUND WAS COVERED. ALTHOUGH 
SOAMES WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO MAKE ANY MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
IN HIS FEBRUARY 13 PRESS CONFERENCE IN LISBON DE KERGORLAY 
BELIEVES THAT IT SERVED A POSITIVE PURPOSE BY DEMONSTRATING 
INTEREST AND SUPPORT ON THE PART OF A SENIOR EC COMMISSION 
OFFICIAL. 

3. DE KERGORLAY REPORTED THAT THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT HAD 
JUST PASSED LEGISLATION SETTING UP A GROUP WITHIN THE GOVERN- 
MENT TO DEAL WITH THE EC. (APPARENTLY UP TO NOW, THE PORTUGUESE 
WERE DEALING WITH THE EC ON A STRICTLY AD HOC BASIS.) EVEN 
WITH THE NEW GROUP, HOWEVER, DE KERGORLAY DOES NOT EXPECT 
ANY CONCRETE AGREEMENTS PRIOR TO THE APRIL ELECTIONS. HE DOES 
NOT BELIEVE THIS IS NECESSARILY A BAD THING. THE ELECTION 

ISSUES ARE DOMESTIC AND IN DE KERGORLAY'S VIEW ANY ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF EC ASSISTANCE MADE JUST PRIOR TO THE ELECTION WOULD NOT 
RECEIVE MUCH NOTICE. ON THE OTHER HAND, AFTER THE ELECTION, 

THE COUNTRY WILL HAVE TO FOCUS INCREASINGLY ON ITS DOMESTIC 
PROBLEMS AND THE QUESTION OF EC SUPPORT WILL ASSUME IN 
CREASING IMPORTANCE. 

4. THE CURRENT TIMETABLE CALLS FOR DISCUSSIONS IN BRUSSELS 
BETWEEN A JOINT PORTUGUESE-EC WORKING GROUP ON COMMERCIAL 
QUESTIONS IN EITHER LATE FEBRUARY OR EARLY MARCH. LATER IN 
MARCH THE TWO SIDES WILL TAKE UP INDUSTRIAL ISSUES AND THE 
QUESTION OF A FINANCIAL PROTOCOL. DE KERGORLAY SAYS THE MIXED 
COMMITTEE WILL MEET SOMETIME IN APRIL AND APPROVE A NUMBER 
OF SPECIFIC MEASURES. DE KERGORLAY SAID HE HIMSELF INTENDS 

TO GO TO LISBON EVERY COUPLE OF MONTHS TO KEEP IN CLOSE CONTACT 
WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF EC-PORTUGUESE RELATIONS. 

5. DE KERGORLAY SAID THE PORTUGUESE HAD BEEN ONLY SLIGHTLY 
MORE SPECIFIC IN THEIR REQUESTS THAN AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 

ON THE INDUSTRIAL AND FINANCIAL SIDE, THE PORTUGUESE HOPE THE 
EC (AND THE MEMBER STATES) WILL BE ABLE TO LEND HELP TO PRO- 
JECTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PORTUGAL'S INFRASTRUCTURE, PAR 
TICULARLY THROUGH QUARANTEEING INVESTMENTS. HE REITERATED, 
HOWEVER, THAT DIRECT EC FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WAS SOME WAY OFF 
SINCE A FINANCIAL PROTOCOL WOULD HAVE TO BE RATIFIED BY ALL 
MEMBER STATES (REFTEL B). IN THE COMMERCIAL AREA, THE PORTU- 
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GUESE RAISED THE ISSUE OF IMPORT QUOTAS ON EC PRODUCTS IN 
ORDER TO PROTECT PORTUGUESE INFANT INDUSTRIES, BUT IMPROVED 
ACCESS FOR PORTUGUESE EXPORTS CONTINUES TO BE THEIR PRIMARY 
OBJECT. GREENW ALD 
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